SECTION 1
WRESTLING
CHAMPIONSHIPS .

It’s been a weird year so why not a weird Section 1 Tournament. Weird officiating,
weird seedings and most weird, Council Rock North finishing fifth behind teams
like Upper Moreland and Harry S Truman. It didn’t help that North was short two
weight classes leaving only twelve competitors. Of the twelve, nine placed and
will move on to the District North Tournament next week end in Quakertown. It
was just weird the way the whole thing panned out. It was like there was some
sort of weird force afoot.

Let’s take Johnny Dutrow’s twelve pound match with the number one seed,
Tennent’s Kevin Flack. Johnny is dominating the bout and is ahead 10-3.
Everyone in the gym is thinking, hey he may tech this guy. But no, in a blink Flack
headlocks Johnny and pins him in 3:24. Johnny along with everyone in the stands
is dumb struck. Thank goodness he recoups from that and goes on to beat CRS’s
Trey Balasco and HST’s number two seeded Steve Evans in the consolations and
will head to Districts as the third place finisher.

Later on in the 285 bracket, Jayfie Kaschak takes on Truman’s Quinton Bryant
and beats him 3-2. That sets up a match with Josh Mitchell, Pennsbury’s heavy
weight. Jayfie is called for stalling earlier in the bout and is winning 3-2. The
buzzer sounds ending the bout. The Pennsbury wrestler is in the center of the mat
taking of his headgear and the ref raises his green fist and awards Mitchell one
point for stalling. WHAT!!! Everyone was shocked. Over a lot of protest the ref
holds his ground and the match goes into overtime and Jayfie loses 5-3. That’s
just weird. So Jayfie drops to the Consis and ends up taking on Bryant for the
second time. This time he loses to the HST grappler 3-1, but will still travel to
Districts as the fourth place finisher.

There was a lot of weird stuff going on but thank goodness there was some good
stuff that kinda offset the bad. Shane Longstreth finished second at 119; Adam
Slezak (125) took a third while brother Allan Slezak (130) came home fourth. In
the consolations for third place, Anthony Dutrow (140) shutout Neshaminy’s
Kevin O’Connor with a 16-0 tech fall. James Hollawell (145) followed with a
shutout of his own taking third place over Brendan Hastings another Neshaminy
wrestler.

The 152 pound bout took six periods to reach a conclusion. Greg Lanctot and
Pennsbury’s Mark Nicholson took nearly eight minutes to finally determine a
winner. The bout was all even after regulation with the score at 1-1. No score in
the first period of overtime. Greg gets an escape in the next period, but Nicholson
comes back with an escape in the next. Score tied 2-2. With only seconds to go



Nicholson shoots and is given a takedown as the buzzer sounds and the
Pennsbury wrestler takes the 152 championship by a score of 4-2.

We shouldn’t do this but, we always expect a great performance out of Jamie
Callender. Well, no one was disappointed this time either. Jamie, who brought a
29-1 record into the Section Tournament kept that record in tack with three more
impressive wins finishing the day 32-1. Neshaminy’s Luke Kisselback lasted but
1:35; Michael Bennett from South suffered a 16-1 tech fall in 4:27. In the finals
Jamie took on Bensalem’s Mike Belski and dispatched him in 1:55 to take home
the 189 pound crown.

So all and all really not a bad day for North with nine place winners. One
Champion, two seconds, four thirds and two fourths and just missing fourth place
over all by two points. Not bad, just weird.



